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Two items of really BIG news …. in fact, big enough to set the pulse racing. 

1. If you have strolled down Love Lane in the last few days, you might have
observed a new addition space-age to the landscape: yes, the compost toilet has
been installed at the far end of the field! In the end, the trio of installers managed
with little input from volunteers and what a job they made of it – fantastic!  There
are plans to landscape the area to soften the edges but also to screen off the toilet
from direct line of sight from Love Lane which we hope will prevent mindless
vandalism.

From this …… ….. to this! 

Please note that there is never going to be a Clean Toilet Fairy in residence in 
Love Lane so it is down to ALL users to maintain the facility as they would like 
to find it ie. CLEAN and TIDY. 
Funding for the toilet came from the Awards 4 All pot of the National Lottery but 
the ancillary work of pathways has been funded by grants from SLM Toyota  - we 
extend grateful thanks to both organisations. 
The all-weather surface to the path still needs to be laid and we are applying for 
sufficient funds to do this later in the year. Additionally, our intention is to 
eventually extend the all-weather path to the Community Garden and also to lay 
proper paths in the Garden so there’s a way to go yet – but what a start!   
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2.  We have agreed terms with The Conservation Volunteers (from St Leonards) 
to have Anna Pole to spend 1 day/week at the Garden, helping us to maintain it 
but also to work with locals groups and organisations to build usage of the Garden 
– which is why the toilet facility was such a necessary piece of infrastructure. 
Anna’s first session is on MONDAY, April 15th between 2-4pm. 
The costs of this have been met by a grant from the Glenn & Phyllida Earle 
Fund (Sussex Community Foundation) augmented with a donation from the 
Trustees of the Rye in Bloom Project which sadly has now ceased to operate 
due to changing circumstances. 
NOTE: This development means that our usual Tuesday afternoon/Saturday 
mornings sessions are put on hold for the moment.  
All planned events will now be advertised on our Facebook page 
(www.facebook.com/groups/rye.communitygarden) so please 
familiarise yourselves with this innovation (well, that’s a memo to self!) 
 
In the meantime, remedial work on the cultivation area has started: thanks to 
Emma and two new volunteers, Mr & Mrs Ellis – all of whom got stuck in on 
April 3rd and cleared the two Hugel beds. 
Parsnip seed, sown a few weeks ago, is running true to its pernickety nature and 
is just about showing; setting out the onions/shallots/garlic in the E-bed is so 
much more satisfying!  From the LHS: Shallots (Golden Gourmet), Garlic (Picardy 
Wight) and Onions (Stuttgart Stanfield). 
 

 

 
   

Cleared Hugel beds E-bed planted out for this year’s crop 
of onions, shallots and garlic 
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In case you’re wondering, the upturned wooden crate (indicated by the blue 
arrow) in the background, a ‘find’ in a neighbourhood skip, is another raised bed 
in the making just waiting to be positioned somewhere – suggestions, please! 
 
The two long raised beds have been turned over and will need clearing before 
any summer crops can be planted out. The paths around these, laid with old 
carpet over the winter months, now need to be laid with wood chippings. Finally, 
the large open bed needs a thorough digging over and could then be topped up 
with the residual soil in the grab bags – after two years lying in the long grass 
beside the fencing, it is time to empty these!   
 

 

 
 

 
 

Raised beds are half-way to being ready 
to plant ….. 

…. but the open plot has some way 
to go! 

 

 

In addition, the donated bath tub 
(thank you, Rosemary) has replaced 
the never-utilised cold frame 
structure. Filled with all of the hard 
core that had accumulated, topped 
with good soil, this now awaits 
planting up. A re-spray of the sides 
would also good, allowing it to blend 
into the Garden better …. 
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2019 Q2-3 PROJECTS 
The long-planned School Pond will no longer be developed within the CIC 
managed field, alongside the allotments. Instead, the Aquinas Trust – which now 
run Rye’s three schools on the Love Lane campus - is going to be taking this 
forward in an area close to the school itself  - we wish them well.  
The CIC have indicated that they have other plans for the green-field area but are 
keeping their cards close to their chest – a case of Watch This Space! 
 
So, the year’s efforts will be focused on building the usage of the Garden ……and 
planning community-focused events to augment Anna’s efforts.  
To this end, the AgeUK Heathy Living Group will be visiting in mid-May 
whilst the Brownies will be back in June and July.  
This year, the Garden is also being visited by youngsters from the Forest School 
who happily explore all manner of nooks and crannies!  
 

 

 
These rather mysterious ‘nests’ – 
there are two - are down to the 
busy fingers of the Forest School 
children who may have been 
inspired by the dead wood bund, 
as described below. 

 

Over the winter, some of the 
invasive willow was stripped 
away – mostly past its sell-by 
date! – and replaced with hazel 
whips; thank you Nigel!  
The cleared dead wood has been 
recycled into a ‘bund’ creating a 
haven for over-wintering small 
mammals ….. nothing if not 
inventive!  
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IN MEMORIUM 
A tree has been planted in memory of  
John Howlett, a Love Lane resident and ardent 
supporter of the Garden, who sadly died a few 
weeks ago. 
Our condolences to his family. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
For further information: 
Either, e-mail to ryegarden@hotmail.com 
Or, write to Rye Community Garden c/o 14 Love Lane Rye TN31 7NE  
Or, you can go to: 
Either, www.facebook.com/groups/rye.communitygarden to ‘like’ us 
and follow our postings 
Or, www.transitionrye.org.uk/community-garden 
 
 
 
Hard hats/gloves/appropriate tools are available in the metal shed 
but please wear sturdy footwear because the ground is still very uneven; 
bringing a hot/cold drink to refresh yourself would also be sensible but 
the gazebo provides some protection against inclement weather! 
 
 

 


